Pages 1-4 are a transcript made by Mike Lawrenece of John Arkell
Abraham's will, along with commentary notes by Dennis Coombs in the
right hand column.

A facimily of the original will is shown from page 5 onwards.

DEATH ON OR AFTER 1St JANUARY, 1898
Will

BE IT KNOWN that John Arkell Abraham of Upminster Mills near Romford in the County of
Essex.

died on the 22nd day of July 1912 at Upminster Mills aforesaid
AND BE IT FURTHER KNOWN that at the date hereunder written the last Will and Testament

of the said deceased was proved and registered in the Principal Probate Registry of His
Majesty's High Court of Justice, and that administration of all the estate which by law
devolves to and vests in the personal representative of the said deceased was granted by the
aforesaid Court to Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham all of

Upminster in the said County Miller's Nephews of deceased the ExecutorsL 777777777777 __ - | Commented [DC1]: Thomas Abraham, Alfred James
Abraham and Clement Abraham are appointed Executors.

named in the said Will

Dated the 20N day of September 1912

Gross value of Estate £2957-7-11
Net value of Personal Estate £376—-17-4

WILL

I, JOHN ARKELL ABRAHAM of Upminster Mills near Romford in the County of Essex Miller
hereby revoke all wills codicils and other testamentary dispositions heretofore made by me
and declare this to be my last WiIIL - {Commented [DC2]: Confirms this is the last Will. ]

| bequeath to my nephews hereinafter named being sons of my late brother Thomas
William Abraham the following legacies namely To Thomas Abraham the large Photograph of
myself in gilt frame my Family Bible my Presentation plate (Truly this was the Son of God) my
silver Trowel presented to me by the late Reverend G H Spurgeon on the occasion of the
laying of the Memorial Stone at the Baptist Chapel Hornchurch the Eighteenth of July one
thousand eight hundred and eighty two my large mahogany side board my drawing room
Dial (little boy swimming) and my Cabinet Piano To Ernest Abrahams my gold watch and
my large bookcase made by Miss Drews father To Alfred James Abraham my clock which
hangs in my living room and my old Bureau and Cupboard on the top of it and also my Bee
hives Bees and everything connected therewith To Sidney Abraham my skeleton Dial in the
little Parlour and also the two half dozen silver tea spoons and ten new knives in a box in
Pantry To Clement Abraham my small bookcase my Wardrobe my wearing apparel and the
furniture and other articles of household use and ornament which may be in and about my
bedroom at the time of my death other than those hereinbefore disposed of and also my



billiard Board Marker and six feet deal table upon which same is placed for playing

lAnd | bequeath to my Executors (hereinafter mentioned) the sum of twenty pounds free of
legacy duty which shall be expended by them in the erection of my grave with a suitable
memorial stone‘

\ | give and bequeath to my said nephews Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and
Clement Abraham or such of them as shall at the date of my decease be employed in the
said business the goodwill of my trade or business of a Miller now carried on by me at

Upminster Mills aforesaid equally as tenants in common for their or his own absolute use
and benefit

\I devise and bequeath all the rest and residue of my real and personal estate and effects
whatsoever Unto and To the use of the said Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and
Clement Abraham Upon trust that they shall sell call in collect and otherwise convert into
money such parts of my said estate as shall not consist of ready money and shall out of the
proceeds of such sale calling in collection and conversion as aforesaid to pay my just debts
funeral and testamentary expenses and the pecuniary legacies hereby bequeathed and shall
hold the residue of the said trust premises In trust for such of my five nephews Thomas
Abraham Ernest Abraham Alfred James Abraham Sidney Abraham and Clement Abraham as
shall be living at my death in equal shares ‘

\ | hereby declare that in the event of any of my nephews dying before me leaving issue or a
Widow him surviving the share by this my Will given to him shall not lapse but shall devolve
as if such nephew had survived me and died immediately after me[

%nd | appoint the said Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham to be
EXECUTORS and TRUSTEES of this my WiII.L

1

Commented [DC3]: This section makes some specific
bequests:

(1) To Thomas Abraham:

eFamily Bible

ePresentation Plate (truly this was the Son of God)
oSilver Trowel (of which the history is stated)
elarge mahogany sideboard

eDrawing room dial (little boy swimming)
eCabinet Piano.

(2) To Ernest Abraham:
*Gold watch
elarge bookcase made by Miss Drew’s father.

(3) To Alfred James Abraham

oClock (from living room)

*0ld Bureau and cupboard on top of it
eBeehives, bees and equipment.

(4) To Sidney Abraham
eSkeleton dial in the little parlour
eTwo half dozen silver tea spoons
eTen new knives in a box.

(5) To Clement Abraham

eSmall bookcase

eWardrobe

eWearing apparel

eFurniture and other articles from the bedroom

eBilliard Board Marker and Table.

elarge photograph of John Arkell Abraham in gilt frame

|

Commented [DC4]: £20 is set aside for a grave and
suitable memorial stone.

|

{

Commented [DC5]: Thomas, Alfred and Clement are left

the GOODWILL of the milling business.

|

Commented [DC6]: Thomas, Alfred and Clement are
appointed trustees. They must collect all monies, settle all
debts and hold the residue in trust for John Arkell
Abraham’s five nephews in equal shares —ie themselves
plus Ernest and Sidney.

Commented [DC7]: This section made provision for a
widow if any of the five nephews had predeceased John
Arkell Abraham.

Commented [DC8]: Confirms Thomas, Alfred and
Clement as trustees and executors.




‘Provided always and | declare that the said Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and
Clement Abraham if they shall be engaged in my business at the time of my decease or such
of them as shall be so engaged shall jointly have the option of purchasing at a valuation to
be made as hereinafter mentioned the stock in trade plant and machinery of my business of
a Miller now carried out by me and the effects of such business (other than those hereby
specifically bequeathed) and all book debts and moneys due to me in respect thereof or
some or one of them or any part or parts of such stock plant machinery and effects as they
may elect And also my freehold Mill land houses and hereditaments now in my use or
occupation or used in connection with or relating to my said business upon their accepting
my title to the same such option to be exercised by notice or writing by the said Thomas
Abraham Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham or such of them as shall be engaged
with me in my said business at the time of my decease is to be given to the said Sidney
Abraham and Ernest Abraham within one month after my decease

rThe purchase money to be paid for such of the said premises as the said Thomas Abraham
Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham shall elect to take as aforesaid shall be
ascertained by a valuation to be made by two valuers one is to be appointed by the said
Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham if they jointly exercise the
said option or such of them as shall exercise the said option and the others by my nephews
Sidney Abraham and Ernest Abraham or their Umpire in the usual way

%nd | declare that if my said nephews Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and
Clement Abraham or such of them as shall be in my employ at my decease shall not exercise
the said option within one month after my death then the other or others of them shall
jointly or severally have the like option to be exercised by notice in writing jointly or
severally within two months after my decease [

And | declare that from and after the exercise of such option and valuation as aforesaid the
said stock in trade and effects or such part or parts thereof as they shall elect to take and the
Mill land hereditaments and premises shall belong to the said Thomas Abraham Alfred
James Abraham and Clement Abraham or such of them as shall exercise the said option
absolutely and they shall be debited with the value thereof in the division of my estate and
in case such value shall exceed the total amount of the shares of the said Thomas Abraham
Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham or such of them as shall exercise the said
option in my estate the excess shall remain as a charge upon the said premises until
payment together with the interest at four pounds per cent per annum{

Commented [DC9]: The three nephews Thomas, Alfred
and Clement are given the option of purchasing the Mill,
buildings, machinery etc. They have to give written notice of
such intention within 30 days to Sidney and Ernest.

Commented [DC10]: The purchase price will be
determined by a valuation by two valuers — one appointed
by Thomas, Alfred and Clement and the second by Sidney
and Ernest.

Commented [DC11]: If one or two of the three nephews
decline the option, the remaining ones get an extra month
to make their decision.

Commented [DC12]: The purchase price can be deducted
from the estate but if this represents more than their total
share of the estate then the balance will be a charge on the
premises and attract 4% interest charge.




Provided always and | declare that the said Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and
Clement Abraham or such of them as shall exercise the said option as aforesaid their
executors or administrators shall within six calendar months after my death enter into a
proper Bond or Covenant with the said Sidney Abraham and Ernest Abraham their executors
or administrators to their satisfaction for securing the payment of the said purchase money
and interest or so much of it as shall on taking accounts to be found to be in excess of the
shares of the said Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham or such of
them as shall exercise the said option as aforesaid in my estate \ 777777777777777777
%nd | declare that it is my wish that in the event of my nephews Thomas Abraham Alfred
James Abraham and Clement Abraham exercising the said option and until the exercise
thereof the said Alfred James Abraham shall have the use and occupation of the front half of
the house in which | now reside and the said Clement Abraham the back half thereof and
that the said Thomas Abraham shall have the use and occupation of my eight roomed house
on the condition that his Mother shall be permitted to reside there and have the use and
occupation of such parts thereof as she shall require

IN WITNESS  whereof | the said John James Abraham have to this my Will contained in this
and the two preceding sheets of paper set my hand this Twenty first day of May one
thousand nine hundred and eight — JOHN ARKELL ABRAHAM  Signed and declared by the
said John Arkell Abraham the Testator as and for his last Will and Testament in the presence
of us both present at the same time who in his presence at his request and in the presence
of each other have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses

ARTHUR EATON Station House Upminster Essex
THOMAS COVELL THOMPSON Upminster Essex

JOHN ARKELL ABRAHAM

Resigned by the Testator John Arkell Abraham this nineteenth day of June one thousand nine
hundred and eight and declared by him to be his Will and Testament in the presence of us
both present at the same time who in his presence at his request and in the presence of
each other have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses

EDWIN CARTER
WILLIAM T LAWRENCE
clerks to Messrs Hilleary Solicitors 5 Fenchurch Buildings London E C

On the 20th day of September 1912 Probate of this Will was granted to Thomas Abraham
Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham the Executors

Commented [DC13]: The nephews electing to buy the
Mill must, within six months, enter into a proper Bond or
Covenant to the satisfaction of the remaining nephews for
securing the purchase money and interest.

Commented [DC14]: This section expresses a “wish”
that:
eAlfred shall have the use and occupation of the front
half of the house in which John Arkell Abraham resided.
eClement Abraham shall have the back half.
eThomas Abraham shall have the use of the eight roomed
house provided that his mother shall be permitted to
reside there.
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AND BE IT FURTHER KNOWN that at the date hereunder written

the last Will and Testament

of the said deceased was proved and registered in the Principal Probate
Registry of His Majesty’s High Court of Justice, and that administration
of ‘all the estate which by law devolves to and-vests in the personal

representative of the said deceased was granted by the aforesaid Court
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1, JOHN ALK ELL ABRAHAM of Upminster Kills near - J OH N

Komford in the County of BEssex Miller nereby revoke all wills codicils and other tees- ARKEL
tamentary dispositions heretofore made by me und declare this to be my last Will I ABRAH:
beyueath to my nephews hereinafter numed bei:u; sons of my late brother Thomas William 16

Abraham the foliowing lepacies nsmely To Thomas Abreham the large Photograpn of my=-
sclf ir gilt frame my Family Bible my Presentaticr plate (Truly this was the Son of
God) my silver Trowel presented to me bty the late Reverend C H Spurgeon cn the cccas=
icn of tre laying of the Memorial Stone at the Baptist Crepel Hornchurch the Eighteenth
v July cr:e thcusund eight hundred and eighty two myr lerge malogany side boerd my
drawing room Dial (1ittle boy swirming) and my Cehinet Piano To Prnest Arraham my =
gcld watch and my large bookcase made by liiss Drews father To Alfred James Abraham

my clock which hange in my living room and my old Bureau and Cupboard cn the top of

it and alec my Bee hiver Bees wnd everything connected trerewith To Sidrey Abraham

ny skeletoun Diel in the little Purlovr and alsc the two half cczen silver tez spoone



ard ten new krives In a box in Pantry To Clement Abraham my silver watck my small
beckease ny Wardrobe my weering appsarel and the furniture and other articles of =
houveelwic vee ard ornanment which may be ir and arhout my Yedrcoem at the time of my
deatl: cother than those lereinvefore dispoeed ¢f «d alsc¢ my tillierd Board Yarker

and gix feet deal table upon wrich same is placed for playing And I begueatn to my
mecutors (hereinafter mentioned) the sum of twenty pounds free of legacy Guty which
8kall te expetced bty them in the srecticn of my grave with a svitatle memorial stone
I give and tecuesth tu my eaid nephevs Thomas Abreham Alfreé Jamee Abraham snd ¢lement
Abrsham cr svch ¢f them =8 shal) at the Geate of my decezse te emnployed in the said
tusiness tre goodwill ¢f my trede or business of & Miller now carried on by me at
Upminster Mills sforeesid <qually as tenants in cormon for their cr his own absclute
vse and benefit I devise ard bequeath al) the r est &nd residve of my real snd per-
sonal estate and effects whatscvever Uato &nd To the use of the said Thomae At raham
Alfreé James Atraham and Clement Abraham Upon truet that they shsll) eell call in -
collect and ctierwise convert intc money such perte cf my said estate &s shaell not
consist of ready money and shall cul of the proceede of euch sale calling in ccllect=
icn and convereion ae aforesuid pay my juet debts funecral snd teslamentary experges
and the pecunizry legaciee hereby bequezthed and shsll hold the residve ¢f the szid
trust premises In trust for euch of my said five nephews Thcmas Abralam Brnest -

At raham Alfred James Atraham Sianey Abrakem and Clement Atranarm as shall te living

at my dsath in egual ehares I hereby declare that in the event of any ¢f ay nephnews
dyiug btefore me leaving issue or a Widew nim surviving the share by this my Will
given t¢ him shul) rot lapse but shall devclve as if svuch nephew had survived me &nd
died immediately after me And I appoint the said Thomae Abrahem Alfred James AL rahan
and Clemsnt Abranam to be EXECUTOKS and TRUSTRES of this my Will Provided al-
ways aud I declare that the said Thomar Abraham Alfrced James Abraham end glement
Abraham 1f threy shsll be engaged in my busiress &t the time of my decease Cr such of
them ws shall te s¢ engaged shall jointly have the cption of purchasing at & valuation
to be mede s nereinafter mentiovned the stock in trade plant and machinery of my =
business of u Miller now carried on by me and the effects of such bueinress (other
than those rereby specifically beyueathed ) and al) took debte and moneys due to me
in respect thereof c¢r scme c¢r one of them or &any psart or parte cf such stuck plant
nachirery and effec¢ts as they may elect And alsc my freehclé Mill Jand houses &nd
hereaitaments row in my use or occupation or vesed in connection with or relating to
my said business upon their eccepting my title to the same such option tc¢ te exer-
cised by sctice in writing ty the sald Thomas Abraham Alfred James Abraham snd =
Clement Avraham or such of them as shall be eugaged with me ir my sasid busirese &t
the time of my decease tc be given to the said Sidney Abraram znd Ernest Abraham =

within une moath after my decease The purchase nouney to be paid for such ¢f the suid



premives s the szid Thomes Atrarer Alfred Jamee Abrakem and Clement Abraham shsll
elect tc teke as afcresaid shall be ascertzined by a veluation t¢ be mwae by two
valuers one ic be sppoirnted by the said Thomas Abrahem Alfred James Abraham end Clemernt
Abrahar if trey jouintly exervise the ssid uption or euch of them &s shall exercise

the ssid cptiur and trhe others ty my nephews Sidney Abreham and Ernest Abraham or =«
tneir Umpire in the usual way Ana I declare that if my said nephewsThomas Abraham
Alfred Jamee Abraram end Clement Abrahem cr such of them as shall be ir my employ at
my decease shall not exercise the said option witkin one month after my death tren
the other or others of them shall jointly or eeverazlly have the like option to be
exercised by notice in writing jointly cr severslly within twe months after my deceses
And I declere thet trom and after the exercise ¢f such opticn and valuetion as afore-
suid the said stock in trade and effects ¢r such part or parts thereof as they shall
elect t¢ take z1d the Xill land hereditamente and premisee shall telong tc the suid
Thomas Acranem Alfred James Abraham and Clement Abraham or such of them as shall
exerviss ibe svid option ensolutely and they shel) be devited with the velue thereof
in tne aivisien of my estate and ir caere such vzlue shall exceecd the tetal amcunt of
the sneres of ths raid Thomas Abreham Alfred Jumes Abraham end Clement Abranham or
sveh of them as shall exercise the said option in my estate the excess shall remain

€S8 & crurge upin the szia premises until payment together with interest at four ucunds
per cent per annum Provided always ana I declere thel the said Thomas Abraram Alfred
Jumes Abrahem enc Clement Abraium or euch of trem &s shall exercise the said optiun

=8 zforesaid their execvtors cr saministrature shall within six celendar mcnthe after
my desth enter into a groger Bond or Covenant with the suid Sidnmey Abraham &and Wrnest
At raham their executurs c¢r adminjetretors to treir sectistaction for securing the pay=-
meut ¢f the said purchase money and irterest or so much therecf as shall on takinec
eccounts Ye fcund to be in excess cf the ghsres c¢f the said Thomas Abraham Alfrecd
Jomes Abraher &nd Clement Abraham or such of them as shell exercise the sald optioun
as sforesuid ir my estate And I declere that it is my wish that in the event ¢f my
rephews Thomas Abraham Alfred James Atraham and Clement Abrahem exercisirg the said
option and witil the exercise therect the said Alfred James Abvraham shall rsve the
use &nd coccvpatiun of the front half of tre hcuse ir. which I now reside and the said
Clement Abraham the ovack half thereof a:i that the swid Thomzs Abraham shal) have

the use and ocgupatiuvn of my ejght rcomed hcuse on the conditien that his Mother shall
be permitted to reside tkere and huve the use ala occupstion of such parts thereof

a8 sue shall require IN WITNESS whereof I the said Jokn Arkell Abraram rsve to

tris my Will contaired in this and the twe precediung eheets of paper set my hand this
Twenty firet dsey cf May cue thousand rine hundred and eight - JOHN ARKELL ARRAHAK
Sigrnea sud declarea by the said John Arkell Abraham the Testatcr as and for hie last

Will and Testument in the presence of us beth present at the same time who ir hie =



pregence at his reques! aznd in the presesice of each cvither have hereuntu surscrited =
cur rames &s Vitnesses - ARTHUR EATON Station Fouse Upminster Essex o
THOMKAS COVFL TBOMPSON Upminster Essex - JOEN ARKELl, ARRAHAM - -
Resiviied Ly the Testzter Jechn Arkell Abrahem this nineteenth day of June cne thcusard
r.ire hundred and eight and declared bty rim to be his lest Will and Testament in the
presence ¢f us both present &t the same time who ir his presence st his request and
ir the presence c¢f each c*her hsave hereunto svibscrited our names &8 witnesses -
EDWIN CARTFR = WILLIAM T LAWRENCFE )- Clerks to Messre Filleary Solicitorse =
S5 Fenchurch Buildings London E C

O the 20th day of September 1512 Probate of this Will wao cranted to Thomas

Abrakam Alfred James Abrakam &and Clement Abraham the Fxecutors
+
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