
' A tiilORT SURVRY OF THE sun C011PANY. 

.... IDT FLVUH Jaw,.. CU LTD. J.faroh I926 • 

In view of my pending r etirement f r om the Managing Directorship of 

the SUN FLOUR MILLS CO LTD . after an association of upwards of 40 years • 
OU 
our present Chairman Ur ~ohn Rob inson made a suggestion during a recent 

interview, that I should write a short survey of the SUN Company, from 
the period of its inception until the present time . 

In doing eo I must go back to t he year 1879 when I went to 

Waltham Abbey to managr a sJDD.11 ~ tone ~ill of 5 pairs of Stones forar Georg 

•right ( of Ponders ::'nd ~lls ). Tliis Lrill was owned by Jlr c •. arles Brown, 

and hP~ been in the Brown f amily for many years. 

At the termination of t he Lease to Mr Wr1'W; about the year 

I883, it was decided to work the ~ill by the\J-..ners under the name of 

Ch~rles ~rown &Co, in conjunc ~iLn with the Uills then b eing worked at 

Chel sea and Vladdon . 

I might mention here that every considera~ ion had been g:ven r.e 

b;;· 1·r Georgf' \"right tluring my s .'l~ withhim, and I ac<.. .. o1edt.' his hel.;iful 

continue until t he year I886 ,when it was converted into a limited liability 

comrany under thr title of Charles Brown ~ Co Ltd ., 

At this time a fur ther property was purchased , adj oining t he old 

Mill plants erected by Messers Y.enry Simon Ltd , was a soura e of consider-

able intrest to those engaged in the Milling Industry at that time. 

About t h is per iod tnrough unforseen circumstances , a rearrange-

ment of the present Company became necessary, whereby llr Charles Brown took 

over the Waddon Yill, leaving the Waltham Abbey and Chelsea Uills to the 

Kew Company then being formed. rhe chief and largest of these t wo »ills 

being situated in Sun St , Waltham Abbey,lDlll: it was dicided that t he Hew 

Company should be register~d as the SUN FLOUR JllLLS CO LTD. 

It was eoon apparent that as our trade was inoreaeeing to a 

considerable extent , it was dioided to install a Roller Plant in the Chels a 

Kill, it has been difficult to market Stone Killed flour against flour 

milled under the new Roller Process . Thie work was also entrus~ed to 

Meesers Henry SimonLtd in I888 . 
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lir ':lliittield who h;l.d only recently Joined us at ';ialtham Abbey being 

sent tox take charge of the remodelled Kill at stanley Bridge Chels ea 

Nosooner had we got the oh elsea Kill going than a 

disas trous fire occurred a t new 2"Sun Mills" at Waltham Aboey on 

Christmas Eve I888 , completely des troying the whole of this Kill 

which had not been running more t han two years . 1'his occurrence)-

unfortuna te as it wa s i n many ways)- was ultimately r ealized to be a 

Bl ess ing i n d i ogui se , as the Kills s i t ua t ed ass they ~.ere s ol& 

e It milts from tl ,e nearest railway stati on, and I mile from the canal, 

v;ere not in a good posit ::.on col!lllercially to cope with the c vr.:::-etit ion then 

becoming a pparent The Board after due cons i deration decided not to 

rebuild at Waltham Abbey, but to seek a suitable site in or near London 

with ample water accomodat i on and commercially conve nient for a dealing wi"tl 

the llXJltitirx• products of the mill. After a few months of enquiry and 

viewing s:tg)l sites , we d• cided to purchase a range of Buildings which had 

for many years been used as a Rice Yill a t Bromley by Bow, but which had 

Messers Simon were a sked to make immediate arrangements for install-

ing a I2 sack plant which was completed in September I889, Uessers Poll it& 

Wigzell being g iven the order for the necessary Steam Power Plant , 

The leas e of the Stanley Bridge llill , Chelsea was due to expire 

about this time , and the int ention of the Board was not to renew upon 

eX];liry, but to increase the Pla nt at Bromley to 20 sacks per hour , 

utilizing all available machinary from Chelsea for the purpose. 

It was also dicided at t h i s period , to errect Silos in No 4 Section 

of the buildings a t Brocley, capable of hold ing 6u00 quarters , and to make 
arrangements for washing and conditioningi'iheat . 

Under the d irection of Mr Baker and mys elf, and in spite of the many 

obstacles- pecular perhaps , only t o our own Company - t he trade continued 

to expand , and a further increase in capacity of the Mille to 30 sacks per 

hour was d ecided upon inl907. 

Still a further steady and pers i s t ant demand continued for the CompeJ 

products dur ing ~nsuing years , and i t was realised that a further increas e 

in sia~ would would be necessary to deal with the increased trad e, and ill 

.I9I7 a further i ncrease in thP capacity of t he Plant to 40 sacks per hour 

'ism made. 
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During theperiod under review many mi nor and important 
impr ovments havP been made from time to time in all sections of the Uill 

The latest addition of one of the most modern equiped Concrete Silos 

with a capacity of upwards of 15000 qrs . Wheat , including provision for a 

new Pnewnatic Intake Plant , places the Company in a most important p osition 

regarding the handling and storage of grain. 

In conclusion I can only ex:;resa my earnes t hope t hat t he 11SUU11 

Company, under t h e new admiJlstration wil l s till extend its activities , and 

in no small measure contribute towards maki ng a sueaessful Group of the Yille 

constituting the Associated Company. 

W. CORNWELL • 
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