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INTERIM REPORT
*

This report of the first six monthy of the fife of the new Conneil 1 mainly
eoncerned with it compeosition and with its sctivicies dueing that period.

The Council was duly ineorported under lieence from the Board of Trude
on [ecember tSth, 1946, The first meeting of the 42 founders of the Council
wns held on March Lich, 1947, and the Council effectively beyan irs work on
April fst, 1047, The audited fisancial sceounts of the Council will, therefore,
be due afrer Murch $lst, 1945,

The new Council takes over the former Norch Wales adminiseeation and the
South Wales and Monmounthshire Council of Sccial Servics, Thar Council
is now in process of lquidation, 3 process that will be campleted by March S5,
1048, Thus, until that date the two Councils ran together,

The Founder Members form the first Exccutive of the Council exeept
thae some of these members prcn:r o act as Vice-Presidents. The composition
of the " Annual General Meeting ™ of the Council is sePout at the bepinning of
this Heport, This © Annul General Meering ™ was held on November 1ith,
1947, at the Shire Hall. Sheewsbury, at 2 pom,

The existing Committées of the Council are :—

Bxcecative - - Chairman: Captain GeorrRey CRAWSHAY
Finanee and Genernl Parposeer - Chalrmani T. H Vi

Sontt Weles Regiowad - = Chairman: . . Megeerr

Narsh Wakes Heglona! - - Chulrman ;  Sic Wy Wik pon

Four additional Committees will be formed by the Executive Committes —
(@) Old Penple’s Welfare ;
(#) Ruml Life;
() A Drmma Commites functloning, i & boped, as o National Deama
Assaciation for Wales ;
() A Music Commitree which will also funetion -as a Federation of County
Music Committees,

The Clubs.

The new Council tikes over the club work of the South Wales Council,
The pre-war and war-time activities of that Council have to some extent ceased.
There is no Iongv:r Targe seale unemployment and distress, There are no
* Special Areas” (they are now * Development Aseas ™) and no Speciul
Comimissinner.

The Men's and Women's - Clubs that were formed from 1936 onwards
continue their vivid life. After the ending of the Special Commissioner's
affice the Assistance Board took over financial responsibility,. On March
sz, 1947, the Assistance Board withdrew its grants and now the Ministey of
Education gives financial aid, though on a greatly reduced scale, for the year
1MT-1948, on the underssnding thyt the Council enters inro negotitions
with thase Local Bducation Authorities concerned with the former *Special
Areas ™.
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It is pleasant to say that these Clubs, which number 141 (30 men's with
membership of about 1,700 and 162 women's with membership of about
4000 after the inevitable druin of war-time upon their resources, show
distinct evidence of renewed vigour,

“Their nctivitics may be briefly summarised +

Woamwenw's Clubs, A saff of three women arganisers (supervised by o Senior
Wommn Officer) togecher with eleven instructresses give instruction in
Hamererafe, Conkery, Nutrition, Fruit Preservation, Hamschold Management,
Household  Repairs, Household Budgerint, Hodse Planning. and Kirchen
Eauipment ‘]hcte is also |ns:trw:u<\r| in Dressmaking and Tailoring, Cloches
il o Rugmaking, Ouildng,  Embroidery,
T_n::l[h:rv\'ul'k In addirion, there is cdum:mnul work in First Aid and Huome
Nursing, Music, Dirama, Flealth, and Hygienc.

Mew's Cluts. A staff of three instructors visit the Clubs and maintain the
Couneil’s experimental cmft centre at Cwmbran, They give instroction in
Woodwork, Upholstery, Household Repairs, Bookbinding, Woodearving.
Chther activities consist of Muosic, Drama, Discussion groups, and Popular
Leetares.

A Music adviser orpanises: musical activities in the Clobs. A Dirama
Organiser, supported by a panel of part-time advisers gives advice and
inseriction. (theough one-day schools] in_production and rechnigue, The
Council mamnmics at 118, Cathedral Road, Cardifl, u large drama lending
libeaey. which contains upwards of 5,000 volomes. Stage equipment, lighting
sers, and curtaing are also hired out w0 amatenr eompanics,

A highly | Final Eisteddfod {the culmination of a series of Area
Eisreddfodau) was beld ar M in Ash Pavilion on May Slst, 1947, It was
atended by upwards of 1,50 club members. The display of craft work
revealed a high standard of achievement,

!n the ||rz( t’ormlj,ht cvf August, (h(' Council organised on behalf of the

Euseu Y, B lmlnlq camp at Rhoose {or

W children from Lhc Mmmm.'lhzhmc Children’s Homes: In the second

forenight two holiday camps, each of a week's durstion, were held a0 Rhoose

far members of the Women's Clubs. In the first week 141 attended and in
the secand week 146,

All this speaks for iself and clearly shows the strength of response to
enerous facilities for infomal cducation. It is obviously work that cannoe
allowed o languish; ‘The Jovalty of cfub members to the Council and theic
appreciation of what is done for them is finely shown in their efforts to aid the
Council Anancially. 1n the year 1946-107, through varous acsivities—Dhmma
riormances, Concerts, Craft Fairs, Whist-drives, etc, —they mised for the
henefit of the Counell £1, 5K

Rural Life.

Aided By the Development Commisgion the Councl is deeply concerned
in maintaining close relationship with the five Rumil Community Councils
thar exist in Wales, Ir pime ar the establishment of New Rural Community
Coug 1 Courties not yet organised and at the Formation of Local Cooneils
of Social Scrvice. Similacly, the wark of the Ruml Industries Bureau in
reviving the crsfis of the countryside and aiding emfismen with equipment
and laans comes within our prowince. Im:lncd all tlwsc Erml:ft“‘ hich are
being d by the D for the benefit of rural
arcas ape charpes: land wpan the Counc r|




Three Rural Officers are engaged in furthering this policy and in dealing
with Village Halls, the formation of Parish Council Associations, and in any
measures that rend o re-invigorate che lite of Rural Wales,

The Cymmrodorion Welsh War Relief Commitree, afrer investiparion and
enquiry into the work of the Council, decided o support the Council
financinlly by handing aver to it the surplus funds available to the Commirtee:

This grant was generously awarded in view of the Council’s dctivities in
Hural Wales. As a resalr of the seane the Council has been able to develop
dnd extend its rural policy, und Fus formed or is Formirt Cosnty \13(-|_ulmns
wf Parish Councils (50 (,Iamormn Monmouthshire, Pemhrokeshire,
and the North Wales Counties} and County Associations of the National
Phaying Ficlds Association (in Gl B hahire, P keahi
A aridl Cacenarvon).

the Council i encouraging Local Villape Committees, formed
t of obtaining eicher a village ball or 5 playing feld, w0 extend thei

dtics 1o Include all the intcreses-of village fife, to consider the welfare of
the village as a whole and to promote undermkings which are penerilly
desired and which will suceeed bermer by teamwork.  This association with
the Village Hall o Nationa! Playing Field project 15 essential, for it ls difficalt
10 mairain & lively and dynamic village community unbess it s linked up with
some practical village activiey.

The Carngpie Trust with sympathetic uederstnding of the claims of
Wales awards & grant to the Council so that it may ecr as its agent for the
promotion of Country Music and Country Drams Committess, the appointment
af organisers and the encoursgement of amateur music and drama aetivities.

A Deama Tour of a specialty selected compans wan organised in Angust,
1847, Three plays were performed; Saanders Lewis's translation of Moliere’s
g 1 Malgrt Lui™ an cxcerpt from Gwynn foses’s ranslation af
 Macheth,” and Magdalen Morgan's transladon of |, O,
of u Feather The Company performed in |18 centres in Notth and Mid
Wates. Fxpert opinion i that high standueds of production and scting e
attsined, This Tour was made possible by a senerous coarantee of CH00 from
the Ares Coancil, and by the devotion snd high artistic endeavour of the
producer, east, stage yeaff, advines auents.

The Welfare of Old People.

This Is a problem of ever-increasing importance, It is premature to say
maore nnwe than that the Couneil has set up o Gommistee for Wales, is in wooch
with the new ional Corporation for the Welfare of e Aged and i engaged
in considering appropriate schemes and projeces,

Cirizens® Advice Burcanx.

The Mational Council of Social Serviee has seconded an officer, working
under the Welsh Council o maintain tauch with existing Bureaux and to form
new ones where necessary. Hene it is due to recognise amd thunk the National
Council for its decp enncern with the work in Wales. By fnancial aid, by
advice and encourmgement, and by sterding support, it has placed us under
obligations that cannot well be repaid, This is an extract from the Anniual
Report of the National Couneil of Social Service, 1945-66.
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“*The formation of o Couneil for Wales has taken mther [onzer than was

anticipated, but it is now probable that one will be in operation by the end of

March, 1947, The National Cooncil welcomes this move and will do s

urmost o help the new Council o become firmly estublished, Thers s &

'\ areat need in Wales, hoth in town and countey, for s efficient, forvaed Iooking,

co-ordinating soclul service iyncy which will cover the uhol.e Principalicy.

Nowhere are there more i I ltics, of finance, and
organisation to he overcome.™

London Welsh.

The Honorary Secretary of the Cymmrodarion Society is 4 founder member
of the Couneil, th his uid steps are being mken to form o *° London Welsh
Group ™ wha will have at heart the Welfare of the Council, There are similac
croups of Welshmen in other parts of England who may be willing to suppirt
the Council, Beyond these, there are the various eonstituencies of Welshmen
owerseas; wha have already shown deep concern with the stute of their native

v. As example, the Ladies” Committee of the St David's Soeiety of
Australia, have asked the Council to act as their representative for
he distribation of iheic gquots {to be disefibuted in Wales) of the food sent
o Gireat Britain in respoase to the Brishane Lord Mayor's ** Food for Britain 7
appeal, ‘The Honorary Treasurer of the Council has volunteered o act as
Appeals Officer for Welsh Groups oversas,

Churches’ Group.

Tt i hoped to form a * Churehes” Groop.”  This would be o group, in
ussociation with the Council, that would represent all phases of relipivus Tire
in Wales, and would, as ccoasion serves, advise the Council of any action,
executive, Insdtutional, or by way of survey they may deem necessary.

Finance.

For every L5 of expenditure, the Council ar present receives from Gr-\l‘:rn
and Trust Grines ubout 3, Thus a Jarge sum ol money fapproxiotely §
must be raised by way of ¥ olunmary Suhscriptions and other fasms of Mn1nc|1|
effore. For the future it would appear thar fingneial support must depend opon :

(&) Dimenishing Government Grings,
() Trusc Grants,

{e} Greanrs from Local Auchorities
() Volongry Subscriptions,

Miscellancous.

The Council provides the Secretarint for the Stnding Conferenee for
Wales of Voluntary Youth Organisations.

ﬁ Tt provides a Welsh Regional Offieer for the Natonal Playing Fields®
Association,

It also acts as the Welsh Ageney For the Refugee Children’s Movement
{Eimired), the Cantral Ofice for Refupees, and the Ceech Refopee Teust Fund.




In wirtue of his office and otherwise, the Director of the Council is:—
Vice-Chairman of Coleg Harlech;

Chairman of Merthyr Settlement;

A Vice-President of rhe V.3
a member of the following committees —

Welsh Commitree of the Ans Council of Grear Brirain,

Welsh Committee of the British Councal.

Main Committee of the Rural Tndustries Bureau,

Hurean of Current Affairs Committes (Curnegie Trust),

Survey Council for Rurl Wales.

University Extession Board.

B.B.C, Appeals Committee.

Edueation Committes of United Nations Assodation (Welsh Council)

The effectivencss. af the work of the Coundl depem]n 0 a great degree
upan the members of the staff, They respond zly and generously 1o the
onerous demands made upon them. Their duties involve, aparr from office
ronstine, much evening work. travelling under difficult conditions, and periods
of intensive strain when emergzency cally, The Gounel recognises with deep
appreciation the services they vender.

It is appropsiate to refer in this Reporr to o significant example of co-
operation and co-ordination,  For the perposes of the recent * Industrial
Wales " Eshibition at Olympis, we were asked to do something 1 emphasize
the social and cultural sides of Welsh life. We decided to stage a " Sockal
and Culeural ™ Exhibir. All the volunrary and cultural Organisarions were
asked to provide us with material for this pu(pm {8 arpanisations respanded
and the work of planaing the exhibit was begun under the expert direerion of
Paul Mate,® the Councls Craft Adviser. Wich much voluntary help: the
exhibit was finally installed st Olympia, and gained many tributes of apprecia-
don, A series of twelve photographs shown in this Report will help towards
appraisal of the Exhibit, We swe them to the interest of Sir Roberr Webber
in the wark of the Coupal He arranged thar the Runz-]e\ Press should
photograph the exhibit and include in the poref 0
that this reproduction. might become possille.

With more knowledize on the part of everyone of the final shape of the
cxbibit, it eould have been even more comprehensive. The opportunity may
vet came for its enlargement. This is, we befieve, the fit instance of slmost
all of the or in Wale Ing under a Central Welsh Couneil
for invalunbie purposes of publicicy and enlighrenment.

The pest-war world faces new conditions which demand a reconsideration
of the seope of volunmey effort, We must estublish eo-operation with Sturuory
Bredics. We should not atempt work which is elfectively done by Local
Authorities bur rather supplement thar work by ‘acting wirh {or indeed us
agents of | the Central Govermment and the Liseal Autharities, To these ends,
WVoluntory Chrganisarions miost be efficient to the highest degree, and, 1o avoid
duplication and overlipping, their aciivitdes must be co-ordinazed.  This,

et From its own special concerns, we coneelve ta be an important function
af the Council—to focus voluntey effore and g0 be i clearing house in Wales,

* Sinico Augut, 1947, Paul Matt S Jeft Wales on his appointment a5 Crafes Adviser to
the Marlonal Coundil of $ocial Service in Lotdun, This i a grest s, but we e bappe o
krow that Wales & acill within bis sphere of work.
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ADDENDUM.

RURAL ACTIVITIES IN WALES

Village Halla,

There are in Wales upwards of A projects from villiges which are
essentially rural in eharacrer for obining Village Halls, Lecal Committees
fully representative of all villige organisations have been formed and rhey
ate busily occapied In prepardng plans and caising money,  Assistance Has
been given to all rhese villages, the amount snd conditions of grane sid from
the Carnegie UK. Trustces loans from HLM. Treasury esplained, and
legal adviee has heen made available.

1 is hoped o provide a number of temote and fsolared villages, where
there is no accommodation whatsoever for socil sctivities, with temporary
buildings o meet their immediate needs and to serve untll permanent butlding
hecoines possible.

a5

Playing Fields.

The Welsh Council acts in an advisory capacity for the National PII)EHL
Ficlds Associntion and help and advice has been given in the preparadon af
numerous Playing Field Schemes. The conditions under which the Ministry
of Fducation is willing to provide grant asd have heen cutlined, and assistance
has been piven in repard 1o the purchase and lay-out of the ground and o
lepal advice on technical maters.

Counry Plaping Fields \:ﬂmﬂ:mtms tor stimulate interest in physical recres-
tior and of Local A and sports onuanisations either
have or are bc:m. earzblished in 7 of the Counties. The secretarial work for
these associations 1= undertaken by the Welsh Council or the Rural Community
Council interested,

An attempt to revive interest amongst the Soeial Service Clubs in Glamoigan
bias: met with an encouraging response and preparatary steps are heing under-
taken for @ Club Festival.

Parish Counc

Connty ociations of Parish Councils have been formed in # of the
ntics with the nbjecr of assisting Parish Councils in the performance of
their duties and in order to promote a widespread interest in Local Government,
A high proportion af Parish Councils have afiliated, excccd.ln,,, Sl per cent. in
some countes, and in the larger counties. Aren Committees have been formed
in each af the rural districes, There is an encouraging and penuine cealisation
ol the important part which the Parish Council can occupy in the Local
Groveenment stoucture, Moree than 130 Parsh Councils sent representatives to
the Natioml Conference of Parish Councils,

The Secretarial work for the County Associations i carried pur by the
Welsh Couneil or o Rural Community Council.

Rural Industries,

For the purpose of rural induscrics Wales is. divided into four gronps of
Countics with 2 full time creaniser engaged in each ares and employed by
Rural Community Couneils, This pumber is shortly ta be increased to six with
the af twi isers-to the staff of the Welsh Council,




Rural ceaftsmen are sasisted, with interest free loans, 1o purchase equip.
mient and modernise thelr workehops, Technical advice and insteaction in t
wse of piodern equipment is made a\aul'\lul: and arrangements made for the
recrnitment and training of apprentices so urgeatly needed if the country
craftsman is to survive, (ther seevices include advice 1o craftsmen in costing
and simple accountancy, help in obraining material and fuel, and questions of
deferment from military service of key men.

Dirama.

There ase Drama Associations or Leagues in the majority of the counties.
In-several of these, for insmnce Glamorgan, Moamouothshive, and Angleser,
the Associations were estublished by the Welsh Council or the Rural Community
Council and the adminisrmtive work is undertaken by the Councils, Day or
week-end schools producers and plavers have been held in Glamorgan,
Monmouthshire, Caernarvanshire, Denbigh, and Anglesey—Drama Festivals
have been nrpanised and lecrures and advisory wvisits armnged for locnl
societes,

The Council's Dmma Library is supplying the demands of aumetous Drama
lovers in Wales and the sumbér af pli taken our in sets and single copies
nurmbered some thousands in the past vear, The Library is added ro annually—
special aitention being piven 1o meet the incressing demands for sfl-women
easts and for Youth Groups

Heavy demands are also made on the Stge Curmins and Stage Lighting
Equipment which i availble oa loan,

Music.

There are Music Committees in existence in & number of Counsies and
negotiations have mken place with the LEAS in Pembroke, Carmarthen,
Brecon, and Radnor with o view o establishing Music Committees and
appainting Music Organisers,

County Festivals were organised by the Rural € ity Councils in
Anglesey and Montgomery,

It 15 impossible in this Addendum 1o give in demil for esch county the
positinn in respect: of the above activities, But such dewmiled reporty are
available and can be sent to anyone intereseed in o particular cosnry.
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H, WALES REGAINAL GHHCE © Frasidere - COUNTESS OF PLYMOUTH HEADQUARTERS ¢
148, HIGH STREET, Cheirieas - Caps, CEQEEREY CRAWSHAY, 118, CATHEDRAL ROAD,
il Birectar - - Br.o W L WilLlaMs CARDIFF.
Tal. ¢ Bangor 526, Secrotry - 5 1L B EVAME Tal. 1 Cardit M5,

February, 1948.

Dear Sir,
We enclose a report of the work of the Council for the
period April lst, 1947, to September 30th, 1947. We hope

you will be interested in reading it and that you will
appreciate the importance of the work the Council seeks to
do.

All grants from Government Departments and Trusts have
to be supplemented by voluntary moneys, and thus we have to
raise a large sum annually (upwards of E4,500) to maintain
the work.

We appeal, therefore, for your financial support.
There is attached--

(a) a subscription form;
(b) a form of covenant which would secure that
the appropriate income tax payable would accrue to

the Counecil.

Yours faithfully,

MM (President ).
A {iansbe:
T

’ (Treasurer).

h‘?’ ' (Director).

(Chairman).












